
Who Rules?
Forms of Government 



Forms of Government
When people decide to form the social 

contracts that we call governments, they 
make many different decisions about how 

their government will look. 

Rule by few or rule by all? 

Where do the rulers get their power? 



Democracy 

Any form of government in which political 

power is exercised by all citizens, either 

directly or through their elected representatives. 

There are two kinds of DemocraciesΧ 

Direct! 

Representative!



Direct Democracy

×All citizens participate in government. 

×All citizens can create public policy if they want to.

×Example: In ancient Athens, Greece, they held 
assemblies where citizens voted to pass laws. 

×There are no representatives in government: The 
citizens vote on everything!


